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Women
seek fertility
treatment
in Spain
by Lynne Kelleher
MORE than 250 Irish
women over the age of 40
have jetted out to a leading
Spanish fertility clinic over
the past five years to attempt
to have a baby with the
donated eggs of young
European females.
Since 2005, 379 Irish
women between the ages of
30 and 49 have travelled to
the Institut Marques in
Barcelona in an attempt to
become mothers, with seven
out of 10 (265) over the age
of 40.
The success rate for Irish
mothers is more than 60%,
with 219 babies born to
single mothers and couples
who received treatment in
the last five years, including
18 sets of twins.
But a study carried out
by the clinic, which will be
presented at the Fertility
2011 Congress in Dublin
this week, reveals how a
new technique for examining embryos before they are
implanted in the womb
more than doubles the
chance of women of
advanced maternal age
becoming pregnant.
The number of Irish
patients at the clinic, which
specialises in the diagnosis
and treatment of couples
with long-standing unexplained infertility, has almost
doubled every year since
2005 when 12 patients
received fertility treatment.

Last
year
123
Irish
patients underwent fertility
techniques.
The clinic revealed that
two-thirds of the Irish
couples undergo in vitro
fertilisation (IVF) treatment
due to infertility problems
with the male partner.
The study reveals that 73%
of the Irish women were
implanted with donor eggs
while 9% used both donated
eggs and donated sperm,
and just over 1% using just
donated sperm.
The clinic is supplied with
fresh eggs every week from
between 15 and 20 healthy
European women between
the age of 18 to 35, with
the donors screened for any
genetic illnesses.
Some 31 Irish couples
opted to adopt an embryo at
the clinic in their attempt
to have a baby and the
remaining
26
couples
underwent IVF with their
own sperm and eggs.
A
specialised
Fish
technique, pioneered at the
Institut Marquès, is now
being applied to analyse all
embryo chromosomes in a
single cell to identify which
embryos derived from IVF
are healthy enough for
transfer to the uterus of the
woman.
More than 400 experts
in fertility are expected
to attend Fertility 2011
from today to Friday at
the Dublin Convention
Centre.

Garda jumped over bonnet
to escape attack, court told
by Liam Heylin
A GARDA Superintendent
had to jump over the bonnet of a parked car in the
early hours of the morning
to get away from a young
man carrying a slash-hook
following a tense situation
at a house in Cork, it was
claimed yesterday.
Garda Shane Fitzgerald
testified at Cork District
Court yesterday that 12 gardaí attended the scene at St
Anne’s Road, Gurranabraher, in the early hours of
January 3, where it was
alleged a man was holding
people against their will.
Garda Fitzgerald outlined
the situation in which Gavin
Ring, 20, of 6 St Anne’s
Road, was allegedly involved, as Ring applied to
be released on bail.
It was alleged that Ring
and another young man
arrived at the scene 10 minutes after the situation had
been brought under control,
that they had their identities
concealed with hoods and
scarves and that Ring was
carrying a slash-hook.
“He was acting in an
aggressive manner towards
gardaí. He was told numer-

ous times to drop the
weapon and he refused to
do so. Gardaí had to retreat.
Supt [Con] Cadogan had
to take evasive action. He
had to jump over the
bonnet of a car to get away,”
Gda Fitzgerald said.
Ring was then Tasered in
the leg by a member of the
Regional Support Unit.
Judge
Con
O’Leary
remanded the accused in
custody until tomorrow
and said he would give his
decision on the bail application at that stage.
Ring is charged with
engaging in threatening
behaviour, having an article
with a blade and producing
a slash-hook while appearing to be about to commit
assault causing harm in a
manner likely to intimidate.
Co-accused,
David
Hornibrook, 20, of 3 Kilmore Road, Knocknaheeny,
Cork, made no application
for bail and was remanded
in custody until January
18. Represented by Eddie
Burke, solicitor, Hornibrook is accused of engaging
in threatening behaviour,
having an article, a kitchen
knife,
and
assaulting
Sergeant David Foley.

IT specialist awarded
F65k for unfair dismissal
by Seán McCárthaigh
ONE of the biggest
employers in West Cork
has been ordered to pay
F65,000 in compensation
to a former worker after a
finding by the Employment
Appeals Tribunal that it had
unfairly selected the information technology expert
for redundancy, despite the
fact that his dismissal resulted in a “serious systems
security gap” in the firm.
The tribunal ruled that
Robert Grantham, of Elm
Grove, Sallybrook, Glanmire, Co Cork, was unfairly
dismissed from his job as an
IT specialist at Southwestern, which is based at the
West Cork Technology Park
in Clonakilty, Co Cork.
The EAT said there was
undisputed evidence given
by Mr Grantham that he
was the only employee in
the firm performing the
systems security function at
the time of his redundancy.
Southwestern
provides
back-office and customer

services to public and private companies. It employs
550 people between its offices in Ireland and Poland.
Mr Grantham had 30
years’ experience in IT
when he joined Southwestern in April 2004 as systems
architecture team lead in the
company’s IT department.
He was appointed project
technology lead in 2008.
However, a short time
later, the acting manager
carried out a review of the
IT department and recommended that Mr Grantham
be made redundant without
having interviewed him or
reading his CV.
Although he was invited
to apply for another vacant
position within Southwestern, he was unsuccessful
as someone with financial
expertise was required.
In its ruling, EAT chairwoman, Kate O’Mahony,
said Southwestern had crucially made the decision to
make Mr Grantham redundant without interviewing
him or checking his CV.

Mother of woman stabbed
to death confronts accused
by Jimmy Woulfe
Mid-West
Correspondent

John Geary from Meadow Court, Newcastle West, Co Limerick, who is charged in
connection with the death of four people at a house in Newcastle West last November.

THE distraught mother of a
young woman, who along
with her two children and a
friend were stabbed to death
in a house in Newcastle
West, yesterday confronted
the man charged with their
murder.
Amid emotional scenes
at Newcastle West District
Court, John Geary, 31,
of Meadow Court, Newcastle West, was further
remanded in custody to the
same court on February 1.
As he was led from the
court, Abina Hines, mother
of Sarah Hines, shouted: “I
am going to fucking destroy
you. Do you hear me?
Scumbag, you murdered my
family.”
It was the first time Ms
Hines came face to face
with Geary since the discovery of the four bodies on
November 12.
Geary did not appear at
two previous remand hearings when the court was
told then that he was at the

Paul and Maria Dempsey, parents of Alicia Brough, are
comforted by a Garda outside the court. Pictures: Don Moloney
Central Mental Hospital in
Dundrum, Dublin.
He was escorted by
armed members of the
Garda Regional Response
Unit to and from yesterday’s
hearing.
Geary is charged with the
murders of Sarah Hines, 25,
her children Reece, three,
and Amy, five months,
and her friend Alicia
Brough, 20, at Hazelgrove,
Newcastle West on November 15.
The parents of Ms

Brough, who live in north
Cork, also attended yesterday’s hearing and were
visibly upset.
After his arrest, Geary was
treated at the Mid-Western
Regional Hospital and Cork
University Hospital for a
hand injury.
When he first appeared in
court on November 19, one
of his arms was heavily
bandaged and in a sling.
In court yesterday, he
wore a black hoodie top and
bottom.

